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To perform this with more clearness, it may be proper to
give you a short state of our unfortunate country.

We consist of two parties: I do not mean Popish and
Protestant, High and Low Church, Episcopal and Sec-
tarians, Whig and Tory; but of these English who happen
to be born in this kingdom, (whose ancestors reduced the
whole nation under the obedience of the English crown,)
and the gentlemen sent from the other side to possess most
of the chief employments here. This latter party is very
much enlarged and strengthened by the whole power in the
church, the law, the army, the revenue, and the civil ad-
ministration deposited in their hands; although, out of
political ends, and to save appearances, some employments
are still deposited (yet gradually m a smaller number) to
persons born here,, this proceeding, fortified with good
words and many promises, is sufficient to flatter and feed
the hopes of hundreds, who will never be one farthing the
better, as they might easily be convinced, if they were
qualified to think at all.

Civil employments of all kinds have been for several
years past, with great prudence, made precarious, and dur-
ing pleasure; by which means the possessors are, and must
inevitably be, for ever dependent; yet those very few of any
consequence, which are dealt with so sparing a hand to
persons born among us, are enough to keep hope alive in
great numbers, who desire to mend their condition by the
favour of those in power.

Now, my dear fellow-citizens, how is it possible you can
conceive, that any person, who holds an office of some
hundred pounds a year, which may be taken from him
whenever power shall think fit, will, if he should be chosen
a member for any city, do the least thing, when he sits in
the house, that he knows or fears may be displeasing to
those who gave him or continue him in that office? Be-
lieve me, these are no times to expect such an exalted
degree of virtue from mortal men, Blazing stars are much
more frequently seen than such heroical worthies. And I
could sooner hope to find ten thousand pounds by digging
in my garden, than such a phoenix, by searching among the
present race of mankind.

I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous, as well as